
RESOLUTION NO. __________ 1 
 2 

A resolution of the             endorsing Smart-Growth 3 
principles and endorsing the cause of the “Hold the Line 4 
Coalition” 5 

 6 
WHEREAS the individual municipalities within Miami-Dade County and their 7 

residents are influenced and impacted by the decisions made at the county level; and 8 
 9 
WHEREAS county-level land use decisions have major consequences for 10 

municipalities in resilience, the nature of our shared metropolitan landscape, and the 11 
allocation of limited infrastructure resources; and  12 

 13 
WHEREAS urban sprawl has major negative impacts on residents, the 14 

environment, and the urban landscape; and 15 
 16 
WHEREAS the approval of new sprawl development on the urban periphery 17 

requires the County government to dedicate tax revenue from existing communities to 18 
fund the new infrastructure needed to meet minimum level of service capacity for these 19 
new developments, thus redirecting critical county resources away from already developed 20 
areas and communities; and  21 

 22 
WHEREAS municipalities within Miami-Dade County have an urgent need for 23 

additional funds and resources to address existing transit, water management, and other 24 
vital infrastructure; and 25 

 26 
WHEREAS Miami-Dade County residents are protected by the low-lying 27 

agriculture and open space outside the Urban Development Boundary, which forms a 28 
natural buffer from storm surge and flooding; and 29 

 30 
WHEREAS new development on the County periphery falls outside existing 31 

public transportation networks, reinforcing our over-reliance on highways and personal 32 
vehicles for transportation, and increases the costs of servicing all Miami-Dade residents 33 
with effective public transportation; and 34 

 35 
WHEREAS a smart-growth strategy promotes infill development along 36 

established public transportation routes, which adheres to established zoning principles 37 
and growth plans help to preserve the prosperity of individual municipalities; and  38 

 39 
WHEREAS adhering to a coherent development strategy rooted in smart-growth 40 

principles minimizes harm to the environment, maximizes the benefits of new 41 
infrastructure investments, and produce a more integrated and walkable urban landscape; 42 
and 43 

 44 
WHEREAS Miami-Dade County possesses a unique topography characterized by 45 

an elevated coastal ridge through the center of the county, surrounded on the east and west 46 
by low-lying and flood-prone open space; and  47 

 48 



WHEREAS given Miami-Dade County’s topography and exposure to flooding 1 
and storm surge, development should be centered along the elevated coastal ridge, and 2 
avoided along the low-lying periphery; and  3 

 4 
WHEREAS in recognition of the environmental and economic harm caused by 5 

suburban sprawl, and the County’s distinctive topographical landscape, Miami-Dade 6 
County established an Urban Development Boundary in 1983 beyond which dense urban 7 
development is not permitted; and 8 

 9 
WHEREAS growth management plans and tools designed to facilitate Smart-10 

Growth often come under assault by individual parties seeking to gain exemption and 11 
exception for their individual projects; and 12 

 13 
WHEREAS the best interest of all municipalities is served when the County’s 14 

elected leadership exerts restraint in approving new developments that do not adhere to 15 
established sustainable-growth plans; and 16 

 17 
WHEREAS the Hold the Line Coalition is an alliance of individuals, community 18 

groups, businesses, municipalities, and organizations dedicated to responsible and 19 
sustainable land management in Miami-Dade County; and 20 

 21 
WHEREAS the Hold the Line Coalition has served as an effective means of 22 

coordinating in favor of smart-growth principles and against the urban sprawl within 23 
Miami-Dade County for over 25 years. 24 

 25 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY 26 

COMMISSION OF                                    , FLORIDA, THAT: 27 
 28 

Section 1. The City of                 endorses the principles of Smart Growth 29 
outlined in the City’s and County’s master plans, and encourages counties across the state 30 
to exercise restraint and judiciousness in approving developments that conflict with 31 
established growth management plans. 32 

  33 

Section 2. The City of       declares its membership in Miami-Dade 34 

County’s Hold the Line Coalition. 35 
  36 

Section 3. If any section clause, sentence, or phrase of this resolution is for 37 
any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 38 
holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this resolution. 39 

 40 
Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 41 

 42 



RESOLUTION NO. __________ 1 
 2 

A resolution of the City of                 urging the Miami-Dade 3 
County Board of County Commissioners to uphold the 4 
recommendations of County staff and deny and not transmit 5 
CDMP amendment application CDMP20210003 6 

 7 
WHEREAS the individual municipalities within Miami-Dade County and their 8 

residents are affected in every way by decisions made at the county level; and 9 
 10 
WHEREAS county-level land use decisions in particular affects quality-of-life in 11 

municipalities in our resilience, the nature of our shared metropolitan landscape, and the 12 
allocation of limited infrastructure resources; and  13 

 14 
WHEREAS urban sprawl has major negative impacts on residents, the 15 

environment, and the urban landscape; and 16 
 17 
WHEREAS the approval of new sprawl development on the urban periphery 18 

requires the County government to dedicate tax revenue from existing communities to 19 
fund the new infrastructure to meet minimum level of service capacity for these new 20 
developments, thus redirecting critical county resources away from already developed 21 
areas and communities; and  22 

 23 
WHEREAS Miami Dade County’s municipalities have an urgent need for 24 

additional resources to address existing transit, water management, and other vital 25 
infrastructure; and 26 

 27 
WHEREAS Miami Dade County’s municipalities benefit from the existence of 28 

our strong local agricultural economy which provides fresh food and jobs, promotes 29 
sustainable consumption, and improves quality of life for all residents; and 30 

 31 
WHEREAS Miami-Dade County possesses a unique topography characterized by 32 

an elevated central ridge, surrounded on the east and west by low-lying and flood prone 33 
open space; and  34 

 35 
WHEREAS our unique topographical landscape magnifies the risks and impacts 36 

of unconstrained urban sprawl development; and 37 
 38 
WHEREAS in recognition of the environmental and economic harm caused by 39 

suburban sprawl, and the County’s distinctive topographical landscape, Miami Dade 40 
County established an Urban Development Boundary in 1983 beyond which dense urban 41 
development is not permitted; and   42 

 43 
WHEREAS the Miami-Dade County Commission is currently considering an 44 

application to its Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) which would expand 45 
the Miami-Dade County Urban Development Boundary (UDB) to include 793-acres of 46 
farmland adjacent to the Homestead Air Reserve Base, and redesignate this parcel from 47 
agriculture to ‘special district’ on the Future Land Use Map; and 48 
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 1 
WHEREAS the application would also amend the Comprehensive Development 2 

Master Plan, to exempt non-residential development from existing CDMP elements that 3 
discourage development in coastal areas at risk of storm flooding and sea level rise; and  4 

 5 
WHEREAS Miami-Dade County’s recent Urban Expansion Area report identifies 6 

sufficient industrially zoned land within the UDB to accommodate new development 7 
through 2040 and beyond; and  8 

 9 
WHEREAS Miami-Dade County staff noted major inconsistencies between this 10 

proposed project and the County’s goals and the requirements outlined in the CDMP, and 11 
have recommended that the County “Deny and Do Not Transmit” the application to the 12 
state; and 13 

 14 
WHEREAS the application (1) is inconsistent with elements of the CDMP that 15 

require concurrency and consistency in the level of service for new developments, and (2) 16 
would require major new infrastructure investments by Miami-Dade County, thus 17 
diverting already-insufficient County infrastructure funding from our existing 18 
municipalities; and 19 

 20 
WHEREAS the application does not meet criteria in Ch. 163 F.S. regarding urban 21 

sprawl and would undermine infill development and efforts to improve transportation 22 
services within the urban core; and 23 

 24 
WHEREAS the application would take over 750 acres designated as “farmland of 25 

Unique importance” out of production, could increase flooding on surrounding parcels, 26 
and is inconsistent with elements of the CDMP regarding preservation and protection of 27 
agriculture and agricultural lands; and 28 

 29 
WHEREAS the application area is located squarely within the Coastal High 30 

Hazard Area, would divert disaster resilience and flood protection resources away from 31 
existing developments, and would result in the paving-over of low-lying open space 32 
necessary for flood-resilience; and 33 

 34 
WHEREAS the County could more effectively support the interests of its 35 

municipalities by facilitating the redevelopment of existing industrially zoned parcels 36 
within the UDB. 37 

 38 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY 39 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SOUTH MIAMI, FLORIDA, THAT: 40 
 41 

Section 1. The City of     holds that the above recitals are true and valid 42 

reasons to deny urban expansion and development in the County’s remaining 43 

farmlands, near coastal wetlands, and in Coastal High Hazard Areas. 44 
  45 
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Section 2. Urges the Miami Dade County Board of County 1 

Commissioners to uphold the recommendations of County staff and deny and not 2 

transmit CDMP amendment application CDMP20210003. 3 
 4 

 5 
Section 3. The City Clerk is directed to send copies of this signed resolution to 6 

each member of the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners and to the Mayor of 7 
Miami-Dade County. 8 

 9 
Section 4. If any section clause, sentence, or phrase of this resolution is for 10 

any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 11 
holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this resolution. 12 

 13 
Section 5. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 14 
 15 
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